
Induction Talk on Curriculum 

Structure and Course Selection for

BStat Freshmen 2025

August 18, 2025 (Monday)

Room T3, Meng Wah Complex, HKU



Agenda

1. Understand HKU and your degree

2. Important terminology

3. Course selection

4. Routine study life at HKU

5. RSS Accreditation

6. Exchange, internship, professional 

development

7. What is Statistical Decision Sciences

8. Q&A, casual chat with current students

9. Briefing by Chief Career Adviser

10. Student society introduction

Around

30-40 min

Around

10-15 min

Around

10-15 min



University Educational Aims

➢ UEA 1: Pursuit of academic/professional excellence, 
critical intellectual inquiry & life-long learning

➢ UEA 2: Tackling novel situations and ill-defined 
problem

➢ UEA 3: Critical self-reflection, greater understanding of 
others, and upholding personal and 
professional ethics

➢ UEA 4: Intercultural communication, and global 
citizenship

➢ UEA 5: Communication and collaboration

➢ UEA 6: Leadership and advocacy for the improvement 
of the human condition

https://handbook.hku.hk/ug/full-time-2025-26/about-the-university/educational-

aims-and-institutional-learning-outcomes.html

https://handbook.hku.hk/ug/full-time-2025-26/about-the-university/educational-aims-and-institutional-learning-outcomes.html


First Year Experience
➢ https://firstyear.hku.hk/

https://firstyear.hku.hk/
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University Structure

➢ Faculty (學院):
❖ Collection of academic units that specialize in a group of 

broadly similar subjects

❖ e.g. Faculty of Science, Faculty of Business and Economics 

(Business School), Faculty of Arts, Faculty of Architecture

❖ We are in the School of Computing and Data Science

(CDS, 計算與數據科學學院)

➢ Department (學系):
❖ An academic unit that specializes in a specific subject

❖ Usually, there are several departments in a faculty

❖ We are in the Department of Statistics and Actuarial Science 

(SAAS, 統計及精算學系)

➢ List of all units at HKU: https://www.hku.hk/faculties/

https://www.hku.hk/faculties/


1
2
3

4
5
6
7

8
9
10

HKU has 10 Faculties + 1 Graduate School

(學院)

建
文
商

牙
教
工
法

醫
理
社

We are under Engineering and Science



School of CDS has 3 Departments
https://www.cds.hku.hk/

https://www.cds.hku.hk/


You are studying this 

professional degree 

programme

Department Office:

3/F, Run Run Shaw Building

(NOT Run Run Shaw Tower!)

https://saasweb.hku.hk/

SAAS Department Website

https://saasweb.hku.hk/


Important information about the BStat programme

can be found here. Check this page regularly!

https://saasweb.hku.hk/

https://saasweb.hku.hk/


Your Degree

➢Bachelor of Statistics (BStat)
❖ Professional Core in Decision Analytics (DA)

❖ Professional Core in Risk Management (RM)

❖ Professional Core in Statistics (ST)

➢Department of Statistics and Actuarial Science

➢School of Computing and Data Science
(3 Departments/Divisions)

➢The University of Hong Kong



Statistical Decision Sciences (SDS)

統計決策科學

➢Bachelor of Statistics (BStat) 統計學學士

➢Professional Core 專業必修:

❖ Decision Analytics (DA) 決策分析學

❖ Risk Management (RM) 風險管理學

❖ Statistics (ST) 統計學

More intensive than a Major (主修)

Our SAAS Department also offers:

• Major in Decision Analytics

• Major in Risk Management

• Major in Statistics

• Minor in Risk Management

• Minor in Statistics



➢ HKU: 1st Semester, 2nd Semester, 

Summer Semester

➢ Course selection period

➢ Suspension period

➢ Add/drop period

➢ Reading week

➢ Revision period

➢ Assessment period

➢ Check the Calendar:
https://saasresearch.hku.hk/share/student/u2025/Dates_of_

Semesters_2025-2026.pdf

➢ Lectures and Tutorials/Example 

Classes

➢ Important Academic Dates 2025-26 

from Academic Advising & Scholarships 

Office (AASO):
https://aas.hku.hk/important-academic-dates/

Academic Dates Terminology

https://saasresearch.hku.hk/share/student/u2025/Dates_of_Semesters_2025-2026.pdf
https://aas.hku.hk/important-academic-dates/




2025-2026 First Semester
https://saasresearch.hku.hk/share/student/u2025/Dates_of_Semesters_2025-2026.pdf

Teaching period

Tutorial classes usually

start from the 2nd week of teaching
(Follow instructions of individual courses)

https://saasresearch.hku.hk/share/student/u2025/Dates_of_Semesters_2025-2026.pdf


Student Handbook 2025
https://saasresearch.hku.hk/share/student/u2025/SAAS-Handbook2025-26.pdf

❖ Degree Curriculum

❖ Graduation Requirements

❖ Honours Classification

❖ Degree Regulations

❖ Declaration of Major/Minor

❖ Course Registration

https://saasresearch.hku.hk/share/student/u2025/SAAS-Handbook2025-26.pdf


“Disciplinary Core” means compulsory

“Disciplinary Elective” means you have a choice

(Page 15)

focuses on integration and application of

knowledge and skills gained in the

early years of study

Level 1 or 2 courses

Level 3 or above courses

Study 8 semesters

➢ Including exchange

➢ Excluding internship (leave)

1 semester: 30 credits (5 courses)

1 year: 60 credits (10 courses)

Need special approval if you want to take

> 36 credits, or

< 24 credits in one semester

(Not allowed for Year 1 students)

Total no. of credits cannot exceed 288

Overall study period cannot exceed 6 years

(except for mandatory military service)

UG 5 Requirements (54 credits)



Syllabus
https://saasresearch.hku.hk/share/bstat/2025-26/BStat-Syllabuses.pdf

➢ Most courses you will take are worth 6 credits each. Some shorter courses 

are worth a smaller number of credits (typically 3).

➢ To complete the BStat curriculum, you are required to pass at least 240 

credits of courses normally spread over four years of full-time study. You 

should take 60 credits of courses in each year.

➢ Normally study for 8 semesters, including exchange but excluding 

internship (leave).

➢ Two semesters a year:

normal load is

30 credits (5 courses)

in each semester.

https://saasresearch.hku.hk/share/bstat/2025-26/BStat-Syllabuses.pdf


List of Courses Offered by SAAS
https://saasweb.hku.hk/courses/202526/ Click the course code to check

individual course syllabus

https://saasweb.hku.hk/courses/202526/


Graduation Requirements
➢ Other than taking Disciplinary Core and Elective courses

➢ 3 Language Courses
❖ CAES1001 (Year 1, no credit)

❖ CAES9821 (Year 2) 

❖ CSCI9001 (Year 3) [to be confirmed]

➢ 6 Common Core (CC) Courses

➢ 2 AI Literacy Courses (3 credits each)
❖ AILT1001 (For all university students)

❖ AILTxxxx (For specific area)

➢ 1 Capstone Course
❖ SDST4710 (6 credits) [Group Project]

❖ SDST4766 (6 credits) [Internship]

❖ SDST3799 (6 credits) [Individual Project]

❖ SDST4799 (12 credits) [Individual Project]

➢ 1 Non-Credit Bearing Course: UGRE1001



Common Core (CC) Courses

➢ https://commoncore.hku.hk/

➢ 5 Areas of Inquiry (AoIs):
❖ Scientific and Technological Literacy

❖ Arts and Humanities

❖ Global Issues

❖ China: Culture, State and Society

❖ Artificial Intelligence

➢ Requirement:
❖ Take 6 CC courses, one from each AoI and not more than 

2 from any AoI

➢ Enrollment Statistics:
❖ https://sweb.hku.hk/ccacad/ccc_appl/enrol_stat.html

https://commoncore.hku.hk/
https://sweb.hku.hk/ccacad/ccc_appl/enrol_stat.html


A Note on Course Codes

➢ Courses offered by our SAAS Department have course 
codes of the form SDSTxxxx and STATxxxx.

➢ Students admitted in 2025 and thereafter (i.e. YOU!) 
must enroll in courses with prefix SDST.

➢ Courses with prefix STAT are for students admitted in 
2024 or before only.

➢ SDST/STAT courses with the same course numbers 
have identical content and time slot.
❖ For example, SDST1600 and STAT1600 are both Statistics: 

Ideas and Concepts and are taught by the same teacher.

❖ Courses with prefix other than SDST and STAT may be offered 
by other departments, they may refer to different courses even if 
the course number is the same.















Course Selection in SIS
➢ https://intraweb.hku.hk/reserved_1/sis_student/sis/SIS-reference-materials.html

https://intraweb.hku.hk/reserved_1/sis_student/sis/SIS-reference-materials.html


Special Approval
➢ During your studies, you may need to submit requests for 

special approvals, for example:

❖ Overloading or underloading 

❖ Advanced standing (waiver of taking courses similar to those you 

have taken in the past)

❖ Prerequisite not met (e.g. you cannot enroll in a course because 

you failed a prerequisite course)

❖ Time clash

❖ Leave of absence (for internship, military service, etc.)

➢ Submit the corresponding application form to our 

department by the stipulated deadline

➢ The forms will be available at 

https://saasweb.hku.hk/current/forms/

➢ Different procedure compared to current Year 2+ students!

https://saasweb.hku.hk/current/forms/


Special Approval
➢ Time Clash

❖ Must seek advice from the teachers concerned

➢ Overloading or Underloading (formally “Taking courses 

deviating from normal load”)

❖ Defined as > 36 or < 24 credits in 1 semester, or  > 72 credits in 1 

year

❖ Detailed study plan needed for approver to assess your situation

❖ Not approved for Year 1 students

➢ Leave of Absence

❖ Sick leave (e.g. semester-long): Medical certificate as evidence

❖ Full-time internship: Contract of internship offer

❖ Other reasons: Relevant supporting documents



Regulations on Discontinuation
➢ https://saasresearch.hku.hk/share/bstat/2025-26/BStat-Regulations.pdf

ST 9

Unless otherwise permitted by the Board of Studies of the School of 

Computing and Data Science, candidates shall be recommended for 

discontinuation of their studies if they have:

a) failed to complete successfully 36 or more credits in two consecutive 

semesters (not including the summer semester), except where they are 

not required to take such a number of credits in the two given semesters; 

or

b) failed to achieve an average Semester GPA of 1.0 or higher for two 

consecutive semesters (not including the summer semester); or

c) exceeded the maximum period of registration specified in ST 2.

6 years

https://saasresearch.hku.hk/share/bstat/2025-26/BStat-Regulations.pdf


Personal Tips

➢Understand the difference between secondary 

school and university

❖ Need more initiatives and self-discipline

❖ Time management

➢Plan your own path and build up your profile

❖ Leadership

❖ Voluntary service

❖ Hobbies

❖ Extra-curricular activities

❖ Certificates



Major and Minor
Page 21 of the Student Handbook:



Major and Minor
Page 22 of the Student Handbook:



Internship and Career Training



Internship

Why is 
internship 
important?

Very 
competitive 

market!



Skill Set

➢Hard Skills

❖ Statistical knowledge

❖ Mathematical mind

❖ Financial sense

❖ Logical thinking

❖ Modelling skills

❖ Statistical techniques

❖ Language proficiency

❖ Programming skills

❖ Computational 

effectiveness and 

efficiency

➢Soft Skills

❖ Communication

❖ Presentation

❖ Flexibility

❖ Motivation

❖ Patience

❖ Attitude

❖ Respect

❖ Leadership

❖ Teamwork

❖ Time management

❖Work ethics



Job Hunting

➢How to look for job opportunity?

❖ Full-time placement/internship

❖ Part-time work

❖ Summer job

➢CEDARS

➢NETjobs

➢ JIJIS

➢ Internship/Job Online-application System
(for SAAS students only)



Internship / Job Online-application System



Internship / Job Online-application System



Internship / Job Online-application System



➢ Eligibility to use the System

❖ Only students/alumni of Department of SAAS

❖ For BStat students, you are required to attend

▪ Workplace Etiquette Workshop (either session in Sem 1 or Sem 2)

▪ Consultation session with career adviser

❖ Preliminary access to the System will be granted in the middle of 

Sem 1. Full access will be granted upon completion of all 

requirements in the middle of Sem 2

❖ As soon as you have preliminary access, you should upload your 

CV for career adviser’s review

❖ Check our Department’s job advertisements from time to time 

and apply them before the deadline

Internship / Job Online-application System



➢ Date: September 16, 2025 (Tuesday)

➢ Time: 4:00 – 5:00 pm

➢ Venue: Room LE1, Library Extension Building

➢ Our Career Adviser will remind you of some useful workplace 

gesture and attitude.

➢ You must attend one session of Workplace Etiquette 

Workshop (+ other requirements) before being granted full 

access to the Internship / Job Online-application System.

➢ If you have a time clash, you can attend either event in 

Semester 2, typically in January or February.

Workplace Etiquette Workshop



Professional Preparation Programme (PPP)

➢Offered in both semesters

➢ Series of workshops

➢Modules

❖ Case Analysis & Presentation

▪ Provide business cases and real-life situations for your professional 

analysis

❖ Group Interview

▪ Specialize the skill in collaboration in group presentation, like 

leadership and organization

❖ Choosing between Job Offers (for more senior students)

▪ Train students on how to assess different offers critically and make 

a wise decision



Certificate Course in “Essential IT Skills”

➢Non-credit bearing

➢Offered in June (after Semester 2)

➢ Senior year students have priority, but Year 1 students 

are also admitted!

➢Contents

❖ C++

❖ Excel VBA

❖ SQL

❖ R

❖ Python

❖ Project presentation



Professional Development (PD)

➢Tailored consultation on CV and cover letter 

writing

➢One-to-one or group consultation on interview 

skills, e.g. mock interview

➢Tailored modules of Professional Preparation 

Programme (PPP)

➢Career talks

➢Company visits

➢Alumni sharing

➢SAAS Career Fair [Big Event!]



Exchange Experience



Exchange Opportunities

➢HKU Worldwide Undergraduate Student 

Exchange Programme (HKUWW)

❖ https://intlaffairs.hku.hk/hku-worldwide-student-exchange

➢Overseas Experiential Learning Activities 

(organized at the departmental level)

❖ https://saasweb.hku.hk/current/exchange.php

https://intlaffairs.hku.hk/hku-worldwide-student-exchange
https://saasweb.hku.hk/current/exchange.php


Exchange Credit Transfer

➢Students on exchange may take courses 

regarded as equivalent to some HKU courses to 

fulfill the degree requirement.

➢The grades obtained in these courses are not

counted towards your GPA.

➢Students need to complete an application form 

(to be available on SAAS webpage) for credit 

transfer and obtain approval from our 

department before departure.



➢ Centre of Development and Resources for Students 

(CEDARS) (www.cedars.hku.hk)

➢ Workplace Etiquette Workshop

➢ Internship Presentation by senior DA/RM/ST students

➢ Departmental Internship/Job Online-application System

➢ Professional Development (PD)

☺ Professional Preparation Programme (PPP)

☺ Individual consultation on cover letter, CV and interview skills

☺ Corporate Mentorship Programme (CMP)

☺ Market information workshop

☺ Firm visits and alumni sharing

☺ SAAS Career Fair

Career Support and Activities

http://www.cedars.hku.hk/


Student Community Platform
➢ We provide an online platform for all BStat students to 

discuss academic and professional matters, share 

experience in studying and job hunting, etc.



Link: https://moodle.hku.hk/course/view.php?id=125814

https://moodle.hku.hk/course/view.php?id=125814


More Student Activities

➢SAAS Student Gathering (new!)

❖ A casual event for you to get to know your 

classmates and make friends

❖ Sharing by current students and/or alumni

❖ Date and venue to be confirmed, likely in October or 

November 2025

➢Focus Group Meeting

❖ A meeting with students and teachers to voice your 

opinions and feedback about the programme

❖ Date and venue to be confirmed, likely in April 2026



School Academic Advisers

• Sign up your School Academic Adviser (SAA) and

Student Peer Adviser (SPA): https://aas.hku.hk/faa-signup/

• You are required to meet your SAA at least one time in 

your First Year (preferably within the add/drop period), to 

talk about:

– Your adaption to the university life

– Your study plan, course enrollment

– Any problems you encountered

– Any concerns you have

• If you later need any academic advising, you are always 

welcome to approach your SAA and/or SPA.

Student Peer Advisers

https://aas.hku.hk/faa-signup/


School Academic Advisers
Student Peer Advisers



Academic Advising Forum

➢ Please click to join this university-wide academic advising forum administered by AASO:

❖ https://moodle.hku.hk/course/view.php?id=77388  Click this!

➢ Examples given by AASO:

❖ 10 Tips for Effective Learning and Successful Adjustment to University Studies

https://aas.hku.hk/effective-tips/

❖ Here are some tips on how to survive your exams https://aas.hku.hk/survive-

exams/

❖ Don’t know how to calculate or estimate your GPA? Want to pull it up too? Let’s try 

our GPA Calculator! https://aas.hku.hk/cgpa-calculator/

❖ Full list of majors available @HKU https://aas.hku.hk/list-of-major/

❖ Full list of minors available @HKU https://aas.hku.hk/list-of-minor/

❖ How to select majors/ minors? These tips and videos might 

help. https://aas.hku.hk/how-to-select-mm/

❖ How would your study plan be affected if your major/ minor is changed? You can 

use the “What-if” Function in “Degree Audit” of SIS to check it 

out. https://aas.hku.hk/acad_roadmap/year-two-engage/

❖ Have you ever heard about Temporary Academic Advisers (TAA)? They are 

teachers and are happy to help students explore different major/ minor 

options. https://aas.hku.hk/steps-student/

https://moodle.hku.hk/course/view.php?id=77388
https://aas.hku.hk/effective-tips/
https://aas.hku.hk/survive-exams/
https://aas.hku.hk/cgpa-calculator/
https://aas.hku.hk/list-of-major/
https://aas.hku.hk/list-of-minor/
https://aas.hku.hk/how-to-select-mm/
https://aas.hku.hk/acad_roadmap/year-two-engage/
https://aas.hku.hk/steps-student/


University Resources

➢ HKU Library (HKUL)
❖ lib.hku.hk

➢ Examinations Office
❖ www.exam.hku.hk

➢ Centre of Development and Resources
for Students (CEDARS)
❖ cedars.hku.hk

➢ Academic Advising & Scholarships Office (AASO)
❖ aas.hku.hk

➢ University Health Service (UHS)
❖ uhs.hku.hk

➢ Centre for Sports and Exercise
❖ cse.hku.hk

https://lib.hku.hk/
http://www.exam.hku.hk/
http://www.cedars.hku.hk/
https://aas.hku.hk/
http://www.uhs.hku.hk/
https://cse.hku.hk/






Important Reminders

➢Check HKU email account daily (Very important!)

➢Note the deadline of any events and applications

➢Course Selection

❖ Note the pre-requisites and restrictions

❖ Never take a course which is mutually exclusive to the core 

courses in BStat curriculum

➢Be active in career preparation

➢ Plan ahead for your four years

➢ Seek proper help from the right place

➢Manage your time wisely

➢Assess your own ability and schedule



➢Don’t be too dependent!

➢Don’t be too independent!

➢Set your own goals:

❖ Graduating with First Class Honours?

❖ Getting a Second Major in @&%*#~!?

❖ Having done more internships before graduation?

❖ Going exchange to various countries?

❖ Receiving a job offer from a top firm?

❖ Getting to know 1000 people? (PS: 365 × 4 = 1460 > 1000)

➢Be realistic! Be diligent!

Final Remarks



Questionnaire for BStat Freshmen

We would like to hear from you about your views of your study 
at HKU. Please scan this QR code and complete the online 
questionnaire. Thank you!

Show the completion page to our staff to receive a souvenir!



Q & A



Statistical Decision Sciences
Department of Statistics & Actuarial Science, HKU



Why Decision?
• Something we do everyday
• Involves a thinking process
• Broad interpretation: 

from picking a lunch set to picking a political/religious stance, etc.  

Why Statistical?

Why Sciences?

• The only alternative is to consult a fortune teller. Most of the 
time it doesn’t work. 

• Observation, experimentation, development of theories
• Covers broad range of disciplines, structured under 3 

professional cores: 
Decision Analytics / Risk Management / Statistics



What makes a Statistical Decision problem? 

Example: Divorce her, 
or not?

Objective

Option

Open-ended

Observation



Example:

Objective

Option

Open-ended

Observation

Loss / Risk

Action

Random

Data

What makes a Statistical Decision problem? 



finiteness infinity
(observable) (unobservable)

Sample vs Population

vs

Past vs Future
Known vs Unknown

DATA vs TRUTH

SDS ─ a discipline to reach out from finiteness to infinity…



Statistical Decision Sciences 
vs

AI & Data Science

Not mutually exclusive Not equivalent

SDS → methodology-oriented

AI & DS → technology-oriented

AI & DS → trains machines to think wise 

SDS → trains humans to think wise

AI & DS → makes life easy & comfortable

SDS → makes life meaningful



A few examples for thought… (problems not, and never, solvable by AI)

“I have decided to tell lies…”

“If God wanna give me a time limit, Question:

I’ll say this love will last ???” 



Two cops chasing the Joker

Is Joker there or not?Question:

A few examples for thought… (problems not, and never, solvable by AI)



Alive in the Andes

A few examples for thought… (problems not, and never, solvable by AI)



16 people still alive…

Food is quickly running out… enough for 1 person to last out 500 days
(or for 16 people to last out 31.25 days)

SUGGESTION
→ The trio Canessa, Parrado & Vizintin trek west to seek help

12 December 1972 (Tuesday) - Day 61

How much of the remaining food 
should the trio take away?

Question:

A few examples for thought… (problems not, and never, solvable by AI)



A final takeaway...

INTEGRATION 
融會貫通



THANK YOU!

Wish you all a great start on your SDS journey.


