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Agenda

1. Understand HKU and your degree

2. Important terminology

3. Course selection

4. Routine study life at HKU

5. Professional examinations (SOA and IFoA)

6. Exchange, internship, CAP



University Educational Aims (UEA)

➢ UEA 1: Pursuit of academic/professional excellence, 
critical intellectual inquiry

➢ UEA 2: Tackling novel situations and ill-defined 
problem

➢ UEA 3: Critical self-reflection, greater understanding of 
others, and upholding personal and 
professional ethics

➢ UEA 4: Intercultural communication, and global 
citizenship

➢ UEA 5: Communication and collaboration

➢ UEA 6: Leadership and advocacy for the improvement 
of the human condition

BSc(ActuarSc) is a professional degree…

Actuaries are problem solvers…

Actuaries have code of conduct…

Actuary is a global profession…

Actuaries are team players…

Actuaries are business leaders…

https://www.scifac.hku.hk/f/page/7625/16696/PLO_BSc(ActuarSc).pdf

https://www.scifac.hku.hk/f/page/7625/16696/PLO_BSc(ActuarSc).pdf


First Year Experience
➢ https://firstyear.hku.hk/

https://firstyear.hku.hk/


MTR

Exit A2

MTR

Exit C1
(Centennial 

Campus)

(East

Gate)

(West

Gate)

Run Run Shaw Tower

Run Run Shaw 

Building



1
2
3

4
5
6
7

8
9
10

HKU has 10 Faculties + 1 Graduate School

(學院)

建
文
商

牙
教
工
法

醫
理
社

We are under the Science Faculty



Science Faculty has 6 School/Departments
(學系)https://www.scifac.hku.hk/ (can be directed from hku.hk/science)

https://www.scifac.hku.hk/


SAAS Department offers 3 UG programmes

3 TPG programmes

2 RPG programmes

You are studying this 

professional degree 

programme

Department Office:

3/F, Run Run Shaw Building

https://saasweb.hku.hk/

(can be directed from hku.hk/statistics)

https://saasweb.hku.hk/




Your Degree

➢Bachelor of Science in Actuarial Science

❖ BSc(Actuarial Science)

❖ BSc(ActuarSc)

❖ BSc(AC)

➢Department of Statistics and Actuarial Science

➢Faculty of Science (6 Departments/School)

➢The University of Hong Kong (10 Faculties)



➢ HKU: 1st Semester, 2nd Semester, Summer Semester

➢ Course selection period

➢ Suspension period

➢ Add/drop period

➢ Reading week

➢ Revision period

➢ Assessment period

➢ Check the Faculty calendar: 
https://www.scifac.hku.hk/f/upload/7805/Academic_Calendar.pdf

➢ Lectures and Tutorials/Example Classes

➢ Important Academic Dates 2024-25

➢ From Academic Advising & Scholarships Office (AASO):
https://aas.hku.hk/important-academic-dates/

Academic Dates Terminology

https://www.scifac.hku.hk/f/upload/7805/Academic_Calendar.pdf
https://aas.hku.hk/important-academic-dates/




2024-2025 First Semester
https://www.scifac.hku.hk/f/upload/7805/Academic_Calendar.pdf

Teaching period

Tutorial classes usually

start from the 2nd week of teaching
(Follow instructions of individual courses)

https://www.scifac.hku.hk/f/upload/7805/Academic_Calendar.pdf


Student Handbook 2024
➢ https://www.scifac.hku.hk/current/ug/useful-resources/handbooks

❖ Degree Curriculum

❖ Graduation Requirements

❖ Honours Classification

❖ Degree Regulations

❖ Declaration of Major/Minor

❖ Course Registration

https://www.scifac.hku.hk/current/ug/useful-resources/handbooks


Syllabus



Syllabus

“Disciplinary Core Course”

means compulsory

“Disciplinary Elective”

means you have a choice

Click the course code to check

individual course syllabus

Click the programme name

to view the

overall curriculum structure

The programme 

offering department

Level 1 or 2

courses

Level 3 or above

courses

focuses on integration and 

application of knowledge and skills 

gained in the early years of study



Syllabus
https://webapp.science.hku.hk/sr4/servlet/enquiry?Type=Programme&Code=BScInActuarialScience&AdmissionYear=2024

https://webapp.science.hku.hk/sr4/servlet/enquiry?Type=Programme&Code=BScInActuarialScience&AdmissionYear=2024


(6) means 6 credits (學分)

Student Handbook (P.45):

To complete the BSc(ActuarSc) curriculum, 

you are required to pass at least 240 credits

of courses normally spread over four years of 

full-time study. You should take 60 credits of 

courses in each year.

Study 8 semesters

➢ Including exchange

➢ Excluding internship (leave)

1 semester: 30 credits (5 courses)

1 year: 60 credits (10 courses)

Need special approval if you want to take

> 36 credits, or

< 24 credits in one semester

(Not allowed for Year 1 students)

Total no. of credits cannot exceed 288

Overall study period cannot exceed 6 years

(except for mandatory military service)

BSc(ActuarSc)

Programme Requirements

Credits 

remained:

240

– 132

108

– 18

90

– 36

54

for free 

electives

AS:

132 credits

Language:

18 credits

Common 

core:

36 credits



Other Graduation Requirements

➢ Other than taking Disciplinary Core and Elective courses

➢ 3 Language Courses

❖ CAES1000 (Year 1)

❖ CAES9821 (Year 2) 

❖ CSCI9001 (Year 3)

➢ 6 Common Core (CC) Courses

➢ 1 Capstone Course

❖ STAT4711 [Group Project]

❖ STAT4767 [Internship]

❖ STAT4798 [Individual Project]



Common Core (CC) Courses

➢ https://commoncore.hku.hk/

➢ 4 Areas of Inquiry (AoIs):
❖ Science, Technology and Big Data

❖ Arts and Humanities

❖ Global Issues

❖ China: Culture, State and Society.

➢Requirement:
❖ Take 6 CC courses, one from each AoI and not more 

than 2 from any AoI

➢Enrollment Statistics:
❖ https://sweb.hku.hk/ccacad/ccc_appl/enrol_stat.html

https://commoncore.hku.hk/
https://sweb.hku.hk/ccacad/ccc_appl/enrol_stat.html




Curricular Structure



Area of 

Study

Mathematics / 

Computer 

Science

Economics
Quantitative 

Finance

Statistics / 

Probability
Data Analytics Life Insurance

Non-life 

Insurance

Year 1
MATH1821

MATH2822

ECON1210

ECON1220

ACCT1101

STAT2902 STAT2901

Year 2 COMP1117
STAT3904

STAT3905

STAT3902

STAT3903
STAT3907 STAT3901

Year 3/4 STAT3910 STAT4904 STAT3909
STAT3906

STAT3908

Year 3/4

(disciplinary

elective, 

choose 2)

STAT3951

STAT3911
STAT3956

STAT3953

STAT3954

STAT4901

STAT4902

STAT4903

Disciplinary Courses

• All-round actuarial training – economics and 

quantitative finance, statistics and data-analytical 

skills, actuarial mathematics



BSc(ActuarSc) First Year Timetable

➢For Year 1 Semester 1, you should take

❖ MATH1821 Mathematical methods for actuarial science I

▪ Only one subclass (only for BSc(ActuarSc) students)

❖ ECON1210 Introductory microeconomics

▪ Several subclasses reserved for BSc(ActuarSc) to register on a first-

come-first-served basis (for a few days), and later the remaining 

seats will be released to other students.

❖ ACCT1101 Introduction to financial accounting

▪ Several subclasses reserved for BSc(ActuarSc) to register on a first-

come-first-served basis (for a few days), and later the remaining 

seats will be released to other students.

https://www.scifac.hku.hk/current/ug/useful-resources/calendar-and-timetables

https://www.scifac.hku.hk/current/ug/useful-resources/calendar-and-timetables


BSc(ActuarSc) First Year Timetable
https://www.scifac.hku.hk/current/ug/useful-resources/calendar-and-timetables

https://www.scifac.hku.hk/current/ug/useful-resources/calendar-and-timetables


Course Selection in SIS
➢ https://intraweb.hku.hk/reserved_1/sis_student/sis/SIS-reference-materials.html

https://intraweb.hku.hk/reserved_1/sis_student/sis/SIS-reference-materials.html


Science Online Application 

Submission System (OASS)

Link: 

https://webapp.science.hku.hk/intranet/OnlineFormUG.html

https://webapp.science.hku.hk/intranet/OnlineFormUG.html


Science Online Application 

Submission System (OASS)



Special Approval
➢Prerequisite not met 

➢Time clash 

❖ Not approved unless under very special circumstances

❖ Must first seek advice from the concerned course teachers

➢Taking course load deviating from normal load
(> 36 or < 24 credits in 1 semester, or  > 72 credits in 1 year)

❖ Not suggested for first year students

Step 1:

• Seek advice from course teachers and/or 

course selection advisers (CSA)

Step 2:

• Submit request to OASS with supporting 

document (e.g. your timetable)

Step 3:

• Wait for approval/rejection and check the 

course enrollment status



Regulations on Discontinuation

Progression and Discontinuation
The Faculty stresses the importance of the academic performance of 
students. Students who do not perform satisfactorily may be 
recommended for discontinuation of their studies.

BSc(ActuarSc)
• AS5(g) Candidates shall be recommended for discontinuation of their 

studies if they have:
(i) failed to complete successfully 36 or more credits in two 
consecutive semesters (not including the summer semester), except 
where they are not required to take such a number of credits in the 
two given semesters, or
(ii) failed to achieve an average Semester GPA of 1.0 or higher for two 
consecutive semesters (not including the summer semester), or
(iii) exceeded the maximum period of registration specified in AS3, 
unless otherwise permitted by the Board of the Faculty.



Actuarial Teachers

➢ Dr. David Lee, ASA
❖ Programme Director, Chief CSA

❖ RRS120

❖ leedav@hku.hk

➢ Prof. K.C. Cheung, ASA
❖ CSA

❖ RRS219

❖ kccg@hku.hk

➢ Prof. Wenyuan Li
❖ CSA

❖ RRS232

❖ wylsaas@hku.hk

mailto:leedav@hku.hk
mailto:kccg@hku.hk
mailto:watkp@hku.hk


➢ Prof. Tim J. Boonen
❖ Credit Transfer Coordinator

❖ RRS225

❖ tjboonen@hku.hk

➢ Dr. K.P. Wat, FSA
❖ Admission

❖ RRS235

❖ watkp@hku.hk

➢ Prof. Marius Hofert

❖ RRS228

❖ mhofert@hku.hk

Actuarial Teachers

mailto:tjboonen@hku.hk
mailto:watkp@hku.hk
mailto:mhofert@hku.hk


Personal Tips

➢Understand the difference between secondary 

school and university

❖ Need more initiatives and self-discipline

❖ Time management

➢Plan your own path and build up your profile

❖ Leadership

❖ Voluntary service

❖ Hobbies

❖ Extra-curricular activities

❖ Certificates



Major and Minor

https://www.scifac.hku.hk/current/ug/academic/requirement

https://www.scifac.hku.hk/current/ug/academic/requirement


Popular Majors and Minors

➢ Second Majors:

❖ Finance

❖ Computer Science

❖ Economics

❖ Sociology

➢ Minors:

❖ Accounting

❖ Computer Science

❖ Economics

❖ Finance

❖ Hong Kong Studies

❖ Mathematics

❖ Physics

❖ Spanish

❖ Sustaining Cities, Cultures, and the Earth



Reminder in Course Selection

➢ You MUST follow the BSc(ActuarSc) curriculum to take ALL 

the disciplinary core courses!

➢ For example, if you wish to do a minor in finance, you will 

encounter some issues:

Problems for 

BSc(ActuarSc) 

students

Do you know why?



Reminder in Course Selection

➢ ACCT1101 and ECON1210 should be taken by BSc(ActuarSc) 

to fulfill the degree requirement, the courses may not be double 

counted to fulfill other major/minor requirements.

➢ FINA1310 is not in the BSc(ActuarSc), so what is the problem?

Problems for 

BSc(ActuarSc) 

students

Do you know why?



Passing in FINA1310 

will disallow you to 

enroll in STAT3904

(a core course), so you 

will fail to complete 

your BSc(ActuarSc) 

degree



Reminder in Course Selection
➢ General Principle:

❖ For any conflict, you must first follow your degree curriculum (i.e. your 

first major), and then you should seek special arrangement (e.g. course 

replacement) in your second major or minor(s), through the course 

offering department/faculty.



Professional Examinations

and

Accreditation Arrangements



➢ Institute and Faculty of Actuaries (IFoA) (https://www.actuaries.org.uk/)

❖ To be an Associate of IFoA:

▪ Core Principles (CS1-2, CM1-2, CB1-3)

▪ Core Practices (CP1-3)

▪ Personal and Professional Development (PPD)

➢ Society of Actuaries (SOA) (https://www.soa.org)

❖ To be an Associate of SOA (ASA):

▪ 6 Exams: P, FM, FAM, ALTAM/ASTAM, SRM, PA

▪ 3 VEE Topics: (https://www.soa.org/education/exam-req/edu-vee.aspx)

✓ Economics

✓ Accounting and Finance

✓ Mathematical Statistics

▪ 4 e-Learning Courses: PAF, ASF, ATPA, FAP

▪ 1 Seminar: Associateship Professionalism Course (APC)

Professional Exams

https://www.actuaries.org.uk/
https://www.soa.org/
https://www.soa.org/education/exam-req/edu-vee.aspx


IFoA Curriculum since 2019



IFoA Accreditation

➢ In 2019, an accreditation agreement was signed and

approved by IFoA. Under the new accreditation

agreement, The University of Hong Kong now joins the

ranks of selected institutions worldwide that offer the

maximum exemptions (CS1, CS2, CM1, CM2, CB1, and

CB2).

➢ https://saasweb.hku.hk/current/as/ac-exemptions.php

• With the new accreditation, students who

graduate with a BSc(ActuarSc) degree from

The University of Hong Kong with the

required marks in specified subjects will be

exempted from taking various IFoA subjects

in the new curriculum, as they begin their

journey towards qualifying as an actuary.

https://saasweb.hku.hk/current/as/ac-exemptions.php


SOA Curriculum: ASA Pathway 2022

*VEE approved courses

Qualification: Associate (ASA)

STAT2901

STAT3902

STAT2902

STAT3905

STAT3901, STAT3903, 

STAT3909, STAT3956,

OR STAT3906,

STAT3908, STAT4903

STAT3907

STAT4904

*STAT3902

*ECON1210

*ECON1220

*ACCT1101

*STAT3904

(STAT4904)

STAT3901, STAT3906

STAT3908, STAT4903 STAT3953

STAT4904

(STAT3953)(Internships and 

Career Training)



SOA Preliminary Exams
➢ Exam P

❖ STAT2901, STAT3902

➢ Exam FM*
❖ STAT2902

➢ Exam FAM
❖ STAT3901, STAT3906

➢ Exam ALTAM* (Option 1)

❖ STAT3909, STAT3956

➢ Exam ASTAM* (Option 2)

❖ STAT3908, STAT4903

➢ Exam SRM*
❖ STAT3907, STAT4904

➢ Exam PA
❖ STAT4904

University-earned credits (UEC) 

apply to some of these HKU 

courses where students can get 

exemption from the corresponding 

SOA exams* upon satisfactory 

exam results at HKU.

Blue: Disciplinary Elective Course

https://saasweb.hku.hk/current/as/uec.php

https://saasweb.hku.hk/current/as/uec.php


➢ VEE Economics

❖ ECON1210, ECON1220

➢ VEE Accounting and Finance

❖ ACCT1101, STAT3904

➢ VEE Mathematical Statistics

❖ STAT3902

Remarks:

There are other courses approved by SOA, but they are not core 

courses of the BSc(ActuarSc) programme. Some of those courses 

and our BSc(ActuarSc) core courses are mutually exclusive.

https://saasweb.hku.hk/current/as/vee.php

SOA Validation by Educational Experience (VEE)

https://saasweb.hku.hk/current/as/vee.php


Internship and Career Training



Internship

Why is 
internship 
important?

Very 
competitive 

market!



➢ Usually in Year 3 or Year 4

➢ 6 months (e.g. January-June or July-December)

➢ Need to apply for leave of absence, and defer the study

➢ If you wish to use your internship to fulfill the Capstone 

Requirement: STAT4767 Actuarial science internship,

❖ the earliest time you can start your internship is the summer after your 

Year 2 study;

❖ you must have passed 4 advanced disciplinary courses including 

STAT3901 Life contingencies I prior to the start of the internship;

❖ submit your registration prior to the start of the internship.

➢ Check the details on the Department website:

https://saasweb.hku.hk/current/stat4767.php

Internship

https://saasweb.hku.hk/current/stat4767.php


Skill Set

➢Hard Skills

❖ Actuarial knowledge

❖ Mathematical mind

❖ Financial sense

❖ Logical thinking

❖ Modelling skills

❖ Statistical techniques

❖ Language proficiency

❖ Programming skills

❖ Computational 

effectiveness and 

efficiency

➢Soft Skills

❖ Communication

❖ Presentation

❖ Flexibility

❖ Motivation

❖ Patience

❖ Attitude

❖ Respect

❖ Leadership

❖ Teamwork

❖ Time management

❖Work ethics



Job Hunting

➢How to look for job opportunity?

❖ Full-time placement/internship

❖ Part-time work

❖ Summer job

➢CEDARS

➢NETjobs

➢ JIJIS

➢ Internship/Job Online-application System
(for SAAS students only)



Internship / Job Online-application System



Internship / Job Online-application System



Internship / Job Online-application System



➢Eligibility to use the System
❖ Only students (and alumni) of our

Department of Statistics and Actuarial Science

❖ For AS students, you are required to attend
▪ Prelude to Actuarial Internships cum Workplace Etiquette 

Workshop (either session in Sem 1 or Sem 2)

▪ Oral presentation of Actuarial Science Internship
given by your senior students (a specific number of sessions)

▪ Consultation session with career adviser

❖ Preliminary access to the System will be granted in 
the middle of Sem 1. Full access will be granted upon 
completion of all requirements in the middle of Sem 2

❖ As soon as you have preliminary access, you should 
upload your CV for career adviser’s review

❖ Check our Department’s job advertisements from time 
to time and apply them before the deadline

Internship / Job Online-application System



Prelude to Actuarial Internships 2024

➢Date: September 4, 2024 (Wednesday)

➢Time: 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

❖ Invited guest speaker from the industry

❖ Share experience as actuarial practitioners

❖ Talk about the actuarial market landscape

❖ Hint our students how to prepare for actuarial jobs

➢Workplace Etiquette Workshop

❖ Career adviser will remind you of some useful workplace 

gesture and attitude



Prelude to Actuarial Internships cum 

Workplace Etiquette Workshop



Professional Preparation Programme (PPP)

➢Offered in both semesters

➢ Series of workshops

➢Modules

❖ Case Analysis & Presentation

▪ Provide business cases and real-life situations for your professional 

analysis

❖ Group Interview

▪ Specialize the skill in collaboration in group presentation, like 

leadership and organization

❖ Choosing between Job Offers (for more senior students)

▪ Train students on how to assess different offers critically and make 

a wise decision



Certificate Course in “Essential IT Skills”

➢Non-credit bearing

➢Offered in June (after Semester 2)

➢ Senior year students have priority, but Year 1 students 

are also admitted!

➢Contents

❖ C++

❖ Excel VBA

❖ SQL

❖ R

❖ Python

❖ Project presentation



Career Advising Programme (CAP)

➢Tailored consultation on CV and cover letter 

writing

➢One-to-one or group consultation on interview 

skills, e.g. mock interview

➢Tailored modules of Professional Preparation 

Programme (PPP)

➢Career talks

➢Company visits

➢Alumni sharing

➢SAAS Career Fair [Big Event!]



Exchange Experience



Exchange Opportunities

➢HKU Worldwide Undergraduate Student 

Exchange Programme (HKUWW)

❖ https://intlaffairs.hku.hk/hku-worldwide-student-exchange

➢HKU Summer Institute

❖ https://summerinstitute.hku.hk

➢Faculty of Science Exchange Programme

❖ https://www.scifac.hku.hk/current/ug/el/exchange/faculty-

exchange-programme

https://intlaffairs.hku.hk/hku-worldwide-student-exchange
https://summerinstitute.hku.hk/
https://www.scifac.hku.hk/current/ug/el/exchange/faculty-exchange-programme


Exchange Credit Transfer

➢ Faculty of Science: Course Equivalence Database

❖ https://webapp.science.hku.hk/student/servlet/course_equiv

For credit transfer reference:

Students on exchange may take courses

regarded as equivalent to some HKU

courses to fulfill the degree requirement.

https://webapp.science.hku.hk/student/servlet/course_equiv


➢ Centre of Development and Resources for Students 

(CEDARS) (www.cedars.hku.hk)

➢ Prelude to Actuarial Internships and Workplace Etiquette 

Workshop

➢ Actuarial Internship Presentation by senior AS students

➢ Departmental Internship/Job Online-application System

➢ Career Advising Programme (CAP)

☺ Professional Preparation Programme (PPP)

☺ Individual consultation on cover letter, CV and interview skills

☺ Corporate Mentorship Programme (CMP)

☺ Market information workshop

☺ Firm visits and alumni sharing

☺ SAAS Career Fair

Career Support and Activities

http://www.cedars.hku.hk/


Student Community Platform
➢ We provide an online platform for all AS students to discuss 

academic and professional matters, share experience in 

studying and job hunting, etc.



Link: https://moodle.hku.hk/course/view.php?id=94588

https://moodle.hku.hk/course/view.php?id=94588


Faculty Academic Advisers (FAA)

• Sign up your Faculty Academic Adviser and Student Peer Adviser

• https://aas.hku.hk/faa-signup/

• You are required to meet your FAA at least one time in your First 

Year (preferably within the add/drop period), to talk about:

– Your adaption to the university life

– Your study plan, course enrollment

– Any problems you encountered

– Any concerns you have

• If you later need any academic advising, you are always welcome 

to approach your FAA and/or SPA.

Student Peer Advisers (SPA)

https://aas.hku.hk/faa-signup/


Faculty Academic Advisers (FAA)
Student Peer Advisers (SPA)



Academic Advising Forum

➢ Please click to join this university-wide academic advising forum administered by AASO:

❖ https://moodle.hku.hk/course/view.php?id=77388  Click this!

➢ Examples given by AASO:

❖ 10 Tips for Effective Learning and Successful Adjustment to University Studies

https://aas.hku.hk/effective-tips/

❖ Here are some tips on how to survive your exams https://aas.hku.hk/survive-

exams/

❖ Don’t know how to calculate or estimate your GPA? Want to pull it up too? Let’s try 

our GPA Calculator! https://aas.hku.hk/cgpa-calculator/

❖ Full list of majors available @HKU https://aas.hku.hk/list-of-major/

❖ Full list of minors available @HKU https://aas.hku.hk/list-of-minor/

❖ How to select majors/ minors? These tips and videos might 

help. https://aas.hku.hk/how-to-select-mm/

❖ How would your study plan be affected if your major/ minor is changed? You can 

use the “What-if” Function in “Degree Audit” of SIS to check it 

out. https://aas.hku.hk/acad_roadmap/year-two-engage/

❖ Have you ever heard about Temporary Academic Advisers (TAA)? They are 

teachers and are happy to help students explore different major/ minor 

options. https://aas.hku.hk/steps-student/

https://moodle.hku.hk/course/view.php?id=77388
https://aas.hku.hk/effective-tips/
https://aas.hku.hk/survive-exams/
https://aas.hku.hk/cgpa-calculator/
https://aas.hku.hk/list-of-major/
https://aas.hku.hk/list-of-minor/
https://aas.hku.hk/how-to-select-mm/
https://aas.hku.hk/acad_roadmap/year-two-engage/
https://aas.hku.hk/steps-student/


University Resources

➢ HKU Library (HKUL)
❖ lib.hku.hk

➢ Examinations Office
❖ www.exam.hku.hk

➢ Centre of Development and Resources
for Students (CEDARS)
❖ cedars.hku.hk

➢ Academic Advising & Scholarships Office (AASO)
❖ aas.hku.hk

➢ University Health Service (UHS)
❖ uhs.hku.hk

➢ Centre for Sports and Exercise
❖ cse.hku.hk

https://lib.hku.hk/
http://www.exam.hku.hk/
http://www.cedars.hku.hk/
https://aas.hku.hk/
http://www.uhs.hku.hk/
https://cse.hku.hk/


Important Reminders

➢Check HKU Portal emails everyday

➢Note the deadline of any events and applications

➢Course Selection

❖ Note the pre-requisites and restrictions

❖ Never take a course which is mutually exclusive to the 

core courses in BSc(ActuarSc) curriculum

➢Be active in career preparation

➢ Plan ahead for your four years

➢ Seek proper help from the right place

➢Manage your time wisely

➢Assess your own ability and schedule



➢Don’t be too dependent!

➢Don’t be too independent!

➢Set your own goals:

❖ Graduating with First Class Honours?

❖ Getting a Second Major in @&%*#~!?

❖ Having done more internships before graduation?

❖ Going exchange to various countries?

❖ Receiving a job offer from a top firm?

❖ Getting to know 1000 people? (PS: 365 × 4 = 1460 > 1000)

➢Be realistic! Be diligent!

Final Remarks



To-do-list



Q & A



Evaluation Form for Faculty Induction Talk for Freshmen in BSc, BSc&MRes

(Science Master Class), BSc&LLB, BSc(ActuarSc) and BASc(AppliedAI)

We would like to hear from you about your views of the programmes
today which would be useful for our improvement. Please scan this 
QR code and complete the online evaluation form before leaving. 
Thank you!



The University of Hong Kong
Department of Statistics and Actuarial Science

Academic Year: 2024-2025

Flow Chart of Disciplinary Courses for BSc(ActuarSc) (admitted in 2020 and thereafter)

S1 = Offered in 1st Semester

S2 = Offered in 2nd Semester

NO = Not offered currently

VEE Courses
a VEE Economics
b VEE Accounting and Finance
c VEE Mathematical Statistics

Pre-requisite (passed the course) 

or suggested sequence

Co-requisite (passed or already 

enrolled in the course)

Color Scheme

Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 3 or above

Border Scheme

Offered by SAAS
Other Departments

Shape Scheme

Core
Elective
Capstone requirement
Language courses

Remarks:

(1) If there are any courses (offered by SAAS or not) mutually exclusive to any Core courses, students must take the course
      stated in the BSc(ActuarSc) curriculum to fulfil the degree requirement.
(2) The information shown in this flow chart is just for your understanding of the interconnection of different courses.
      Students must follow the most updated course information (pre-requisite, offering semester, etc.) and syllabus
      given on the Faculty website and in class.

Updated 18/8/2024

Year 3
 or 
above

Year 3

Year 2

Year 1

STAT2902 (S2)
Financial Mathematics

STAT3901 (S1)
Life Contingencies I

STAT3902c (S1)
Statistical Models

STAT3905 (S2)
Introduction to

Financial Derivatives

STAT3904b (S1)
Corporate Finance for 

Actuarial Science

STAT3903 (S2)
Stochastic Models

STAT3906 (S1)
Risk Theory I

STAT3910 (S1)
Financial Economics I

STAT3908 (S2)
Credibility Theory and 

Loss Distributions

STAT3909 (S2)
Life Contingencies II

STAT3907 (S2)
Linear Models and 

Forecasting

ACCT1101b (S1)
Introduction to

Financial Accounting

ECON1210a (S1)
Introductory

Microeconomics

ECON1220a (S2)
Introductory

Macroeconomics

MATH1821 (S1)
Mathematical methods 
for actuarial science I

MATH2822 (S2)
Mathematical Methods
for Actuarial Science II

CAES1000 (S1)
Core University English

CAES9821
Professional and

Technical 
Communication

CSCI9001
Practical Chinese for 

Science Students

COMP1117 (S1)
Computer

Programming I

Capstone:
STAT4711
STAT4767
STAT4798

Pink

Yellow

Green

Solid

Dashed

Rectangle

Rounded

STAT3951 (S2)
Topics on Advanced 
Actuarial Modelling

STAT3954 (NO)
Current Topics in 
Actuarial Science

STAT3956 (S1)
Life Contingencies III

STAT4901 (NO)
Risk Theory II

STAT4903 (S1)
Actuarial Techniques
for General Insurance

Purple

STAT3953 (S1)
Fundamentals of 
Actuarial Practice

STAT4902 (NO)
Selected Topics in
Actuarial Science

STAT2901 (S2)
Probability & Statistics: 

Foundations of
Actuarial Science

STAT3911 (S2)
Financial Economics II

STAT4904 (S2)
Statistical Learning
for Risk Modelling

Rectangle

Rectangle



THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG

DEPARTMENT OF STATISTICS AND ACTUARIAL SCIENCE

Suggested BSc(ActuarSc) 4-year Curricular Structure1

(for students admitted in 2020 and thereafter)

Year

Semester One Two One Two One Two One Two

ECON1210
Introductory 

Microeconomics

ECON1220
Introductory 

Macroeconomics

COMP1117
Computer Programming

STAT3903
Stochastic Models

STAT3906
Risk Theory I

STAT3908
Credibility Theory

and Loss Distributions

MATH1821
Mathematical Methods 
for Actuarial Science I

MATH2822
Mathematical Methods 
for Actuarial Science II

STAT3901
Life Contingencies I

STAT3905
Introduction to Financial 

Derivatives

STAT3910
Financial Economics I

STAT3909
Life Contingencies II

ACCT1101
Introduction to Financial 

Accounting

STAT2901
Probability and 

Statistics: Foundations 
of Actuarial Science

STAT3902
Statistical Models

STAT3907
Linear Models and 

Forecasting

STAT4904
Statistical Learning
for Risk Modelling

STAT2902
Financial Mathematics

STAT3904
Corporate Finance for 

Actuarial Science
Disciplinary

Elective2

Free

Elective2
12 credits of
free electives

Common Core Common core Common core Common core Common core Common core Common core

Language CAES10004

Core University English

CAES98215

Professional and 
Technical 

Communication for 
Statistical Sciences

CSCI90013,4

Practical Chinese for
Science Students

Credits 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30

Notes

1  This table is suggested for students' reference only. Students can choose another subclass if the course is also offered in different semesters/time slots.

    However, students are reminded to check the course pre-requisites when planning their studies ahead, whilst course offering semester and availability are subject to changes every year.

    Please refer to the Faculty of Science's Student Handbook and Syllabuses & Regulations for more details.

2  Students may also choose to take more Disciplinary Electives or inter/intra-faculty electives as free electives than the number stipulated above within the allowed course load.

3  Putonghua-speaking students can also choose to satisfy the Chinese language enhancement requirement by taking CUND9002 or CUND9003 instead.

4  Please refer to the Student Handbook for details about exemption if applicable.

5  CAES9821 was previously called Professional and Technical Communication for Mathematical Sciences in 2023-24 and before.

6  Lists of Disciplinary Electives (at least 12 credits) and Capstone courses:

Disciplinary Electives Capstone

STAT3911 Financial Economics II STAT4901 Risk Theory II STAT4711 Capstone Experience for 

STAT3951 Topics on Advanced Actuarial Modelling STAT4902 Selected Topics in Actuarial Science Actuarial Science Undergraduates

STAT3953 Fundamentals of Actuarial Practice STAT4903 Actuarial Techniques for General Insurance STAT4767 Actuarial Science Internship

STAT3954 Current Topics in Actuarial Science STAT4798 Statistics and Actuarial 

STAT3956 Life Contingencies III Science Project

Updated: 18/8/2024

12 credits of

disciplinary electives5

42 credits of
free electives

One Two Three Four

Disciplinary
Core 

Capstone5
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